Heath Bulletin: National Tuberculosis Control Programme
Period: Q1 (January-March, 2025) Date of issue: 14" May, 2025

Quarterly bulletin highlights the progress of National TB Control Program and key events and
activities that took places from January to March, 2025. During this reporting time total 82,826
cases were reported, where 42,868 were diagnosed by mWRD (GeneXpert & TrueNat). During
the 1t Q 2025, the National Case Notification Rate (CNR) was 193 per 100,000 population.
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Fig 1: Quarter wise National CNR from 1%t Q 2024 to 1% Q 2025
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Fig 2: The division wise comparison of Case Notification Rate (CNR) during 4" Q 2024 and 1*' Q 2025

Barisal division has the highest CNR among the all divisions which is 216, though in this
division the CNR was 219 during 4" Q 2024.

During this quarter, Child TB detection was decreased a little in comparison to 4™ quarter 2024.
However, NTP is considering child TB as a challenging area and plans to escalate further

initiatives focusing on child TB case detection. (Fig 3)
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Fig 3: Comparison of quarter wise Child TB notification
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Fig 4: Quarter-wise number of TB preventive treatment (TPT) registered
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Laboratory Network Strengthening

By the end of 4™ Quarter, NTP is equipped with robust capacity of 765 GeneXpert and 150
TrueNat machines for providing WHO recommended rapid molecular diagnostic test (mWRD)
nationwide for detection of Tuberculosis.

Strengthening Diagnostic Quality by EQA:

For the first time, NTP Bangladesh successfully conducted External Quality Assessment (EQA)
for the MTB XDR assay across 81 laboratories, ensuring accuracy in diagnosing drug-resistant
TB. Additionally, 193 Xpert and 150 TrueNat sites underwent EQA. Results submitted by Q1
2025 showed 98% pass rate, reflecting the high quality and reliability of TB diagnostics

nationwide.

Events, Workshops for NTP during 15t Quarter 2025

e World Tuberculosis Day 2025 was observed on March 24 to raise awareness about the
ongoing fight against TB. To mark the occasion, a standing rally was organized, followed
by a discussion on combating tuberculosis held at National Institute of Diseases of the
Chest and hospital (NIDCH) and Brac Inn.

Fig 5: Rally on World TB Day 2025 Fig 6: Resilient and Sustainable System for Health workshop
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e A progress review workshop on “Resilient and Sustainable System for Health (RSSH)”’
took place on 28" January, 2025. The workshop aimed to review ongoing RSSH
activities, assess challenges and identify solutions for strengthening health system in
Bangladesh.

e A workshop on Public-Private Mix (PPM): Collaboration and the Way Forward was

conducted with the objective of formulating a comprehensive, costed implementation plan

for the PPM strategy. The workshop focused on setting detailed, disaggregated targets across

various models, defining policy actions, and outlining clear roles and responsibilities for all
stakeholders to ensure effective execution.

e A workshop was organized to review and update the supervision and monitoring
checklist, and to strengthen capacity in the Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) system of
the National Tuberculosis Control Program.

e The quarterly M & E working group meeting was held on 19" February, 2025.

Conclusion

The National Tuberculosis Program (NTP) remains committed to achieving the goals of the End
TB Strategy and will continue to monitor the program’s progress over time.
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